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Fireboat Rules 

OVERALL PARAMETERS 
 Maximum guests: 20. 
 Minimum age: 18 years old, unless otherwise approved by Port Staff. 
 Guests must wear flat, closed-toe, non-skid sole shoes. 
 Alcohol is not allowed. 
 Smoking and vaping are not allowed. 
 The fireboat is not ADA compliant as it is primarily an emergency response vessel. 
 There is no charge to participate in a tour. Groups that are provided tours may not charge 

for nor profit from them. 
 At any time, the fireboat may be required to respond to an emergency or a business need.  

If time allows, passengers on board will be returned to the shore.  If time is of the essence, 
passengers may be required to remain on board as the vessel responds to the emergency 
or need.  Getting on the boat for the tour is a de facto acceptance of this fact. 

  
 

SAFETY GUIDELINES 
Use caution when on board the fireboat.  Watch your step and be aware of slip and trip 
hazards when walking on deck.   Always use handrails and use both hands to hold 
handrails while ascending and descending ladders and stairs. 
 

Prior to departure, the captain will brief the passengers on the following: 

Types and Location of all Lifesaving Devices 

 Personal Flotation Device (PFD) Life Jackets (Forward cabinet in the Protocol Room) 
Will discuss proper method of donning and adjusting with all passengers.  Will 
demonstrate using one of the life jackets on a volunteer. 

 First Aid Kit (Forward center cabinet in the Protocol Room) 

 Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) (Port side in Protocol Room)  
Identify personnel trained onboard.  

 Life Rings (Upper deck behind the wheelhouse; main deck near engine room vent, port 
side, close to stern; aft lower deck, starboard side, close to stern)  

 Fire Extinguisher  
Demonstrate use (PASS Pull pin, Aim nozzle at base of flames, Squeeze handle, Sweep) 
 

Emergencies 
The Captain will inform the passengers of any emergency. In an emergency, passengers are 
to follow the directions of the Captain and crew at all times. Passengers are to stay in the 
Protocol Area and await instructions. 

 Fire – Report all fires to a crewmember, stay in the protocol area, and await further 
instructions from the crew. 

 Person overboard (POB) – Report person overboard and sound the alarm; have another 
passenger maintain visual contact and point towards them; throw a life ring towards the 
person overboard; the Captain will maneuver the vessel to recover the POB. 

 Serious Medical Emergency – In the event of a medical emergency, a crewmember will 
grab a first aid kit and administer first aid. The crewmember may instruct other passengers 
to inform the Captain of the situation and the nature of the injury. If emergency services are 
required, the Captain will notify authorities and coordinate with emergency services for a 
suitable wharf for patient transfer. 
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Other Safety Measures: 

 Severe weather (thunder storm, lightning, heavy rain, high winds) stay in the Protocol 
Area.  Fireboat Captain will decide if weather is too dangerous to begin or continue a tour. 

 Passengers will be given information about the tour (distance, time and what conditions 
to expect). 

 Passengers will be asked if there are any special needs. 

 Passengers will be informed the fireboat is a working vessel and if an emergency arises, 
they may need to disembark at the nearest wharf where arranged transportation will bring 
them back to the Port Administration Building.  
 

    

Miscellaneous: 

 Bottled drinking water is available. 

 Location of the restrooms (Head). 

 General Alarm (sounds like a bell).    

 


